Introduction to Christian Faith
Week Five – Bible Notes

Chunk Reading
Read through the first 5 chapters of the Acts of the Apostles.
Acts was written by Luke as a follow up to his Gospel. It is the story of the first Christians. Luke took part in much of it personally. (In Acts 20:6 he starts to write ‘we’ instead of ‘they.’)
Acts has been called ‘the Acts of the Holy Spirit,’ because Luke traces the influence of the Holy Spirit from the day he came, onwards. Notice the references to the Holy Spirit.

Daily Readings
	We look at verses from chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians. The chapter was written by Paul because some of the Christians at Corinth had received very little teaching about the resurrection and were confused. He explains the importance and relevance of the resurrection of Jesus for each of us.

Day 1
	Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11. Paul writes about the facts of Jesus’ resurrection. Which facts does he say are of greatest importance?









Day 2
	Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. What are the results of denying the resurrection?






Day 3
	Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-50. After our resurrection we shall not be spirits floating without bodies. We shall have bodies, in some ways the same as now, but completely regenerated and transformed. Think of a daffodil bulb and a daffodil – the same thing but different. We shall therefore enjoy physical pleasures, as Jesus enjoyed eating with his disciples. What physical pleasure do you enjoy now, and can look forward to enjoying in a new way one day?




Day 4
	Read 1 Corinthians 15:51-58. We will be changed. Death will be no more. So don’t give up! Have you been tempted to give up in some way? Tell yourself, gently, to keep going!



Day 5
	Read John 14:15-24. Jesus is speaking at the Last Supper, preparing his disciples for living without him with them physically. Note Jesus pointing to the Holy Spirit to come after him.

