Introduction to Christian Faith
Week Eight Bible Notes

Chunk Reading
Read through Acts chapters 12 to 14. As the influence of the Holy Spirit in the disciples increases, so the opposition increases. The Holy Spirit keeps speaking to the Church, making Paul and Barnabas effective evangelists. (The job description of an evangelist was given by Jesus in Luke 10.) 
Not everyone is given the work of an evangelist; most of the Church in Antioch did not go out like Paul and Barnabas. The Holy Spirit gives each Christian a role to fulfil and the power to fulfil it. What would you most like to do or achieve in your Christian life? (The Holy Spirit often speaks to us by giving us a desire to do what He wants us to do.)

Daily Readings
Day 1
	Read Romans 8:1-5. Those who have decided to live life as God wants, baptised by water and the Spirit, are now fully in Christ Jesus. We have been anointed as He was anointed. We have been made thoroughly clean. You have a new life, not living according to fear of punishment, nor according to your own worst impulses, but living according to what the Spirit wants – love, joy, peace… Rejoice that in Jesus you are a new creation. The old has passed away. The new you is up and living!
	Think of yourself as joined to Jesus – He is with you always. Think of Him with you, standing, sitting somewhere close. Think of yourself as in Him, like a body in a suit of clothes!





Day 2
	Read Romans 8:6-11. Keep rejoicing that the Holy Spirit is guiding you. Expect Him to show you what to do, to give you peace if you are going the right way, to give you nudges and gentle thoughts: ‘How about doing this..?’ 
If you have received any picture of the Holy Spirit coming to you, keep bringing that to mind, setting your mind on the things of the Spirit.
Rejoice that this same Spirit will raise you, as he raised Jesus, to heaven after you die!


Day 3
	Read Romans 8:12-17. We still have a choice. We can live according to the leading of the Spirit, or we can live our own way. Think of yourself as God’s child. You are in His family, with new family ways. The Holy Spirit is calling out within you ‘Abba, Father!’ Join with the Holy Spirit. Let the Holy Spirit lead you. Say again and again ‘Abba, Father! Abba, Father!’ You love him and you want to live like Him, and like His Son Jesus.
	

Day 4
	Read Romans 8:18-25. We are God’s children now – but it is not obvious – we have not been revealed. We are God’s children, like Jesus the Son, now, but we will be fully God’s children when we are like Jesus, risen from the dead. Then we shall have renewed bodies as well as renewed spirits. Spiritually we are free to love and enjoy Abba Father forever. But we are not free from persecution, pain, temptation, illness, death. So we ‘groan within ourselves.’
	Keep crying ‘Abba, Father!’ Be honest about the difficulties you face, as Jesus did.


Day 5
	Read Romans 8:26-30. Life in the Spirit can be difficult. We meet the same opposition as Jesus met. The Holy Spirit is praying in us and with us, even without our being aware of this prayer, bringing us God’s help. Also, we know that God, who called us, will bring us through our hardships. When you are in pain, especially in your heart, call out to Abba Father in sounds as well as words – signs, groans, wails. 
	Think of Jesus as your great older brother (v29). You’re about 7 years old; he’s 27. Talk to him as you would to an older brother. As you learn to say ‘Abba, Father..,’ learn also to say ‘Jesus, my brother…’


Day 6
	Read Romans 8:31-39. Remind yourself that you are fully forgiven and always will be forgiven when you ask for forgiveness: ‘The Cross forgives all sins, even next week’s sins.’ Remind yourself that you are God’s dear child, with Jesus as your older brother. Keep telling yourself that nothing with ever separate you from the love of Jesus.

