What Do Christians Believe?
Week Three – Bible Notes

Chunk Reading
Read through Mark chapters 14 – 16. Try to read it through in one sitting and ask yourself:

	What was it about Jesus that made people want to kill him?

Daily Readings
Day 1
	Read John 3:1-10
	Jesus is saying that everyone needs to make a completely new beginning. This is something which we must want for ourselves, but that we cannot do for ourselves. Using his picture of the wind, we are like sailors on a ship. Sailors cannot make the wind and cannot even know how or when it will come. What they can do is put up their sails and be ready, wanting the wind to come.
	How ready are you to look for a new beginning? Ask God to help you to be ready.


Day 2
	Read John 3:11-21
	Jesus points to himself as the key to the new beginning, to having eternal life. People will believe in him, come to him, when he is ‘lifted up.’ This means lifted up on the cross. Not everyone will believe in him, only those who do not ‘love darkness.’
	Are there any ways in which you might be ‘loving darkness,’ anything which you know is wrong but which you want to keep hidden? Ask God to help you to see 
clearly.


Day 3
	The rest of this week’s readings are from John’s description of how Jesus was ‘lifted up.’ John gives the most detailed description of Jesus’ last day.
	Read John 19:1-16
	The whole people are given a choice – to accept Jesus’ as King or to have him killed. Everyone is involved in Jesus’ death.
	What do you think of Jesus now?
	What do you see in the people in this passage? What is it in them that makes them act as they do? Can you see any of this in yourself?





Day 4
	Read John 19:17-30
	Keep thinking about what you see in the people around Jesus. Ask yourself also, ‘What do I see in Jesus himself? What is coming from him? Do you want what is coming from Jesus in you, maybe as an antidote to what you can see in yourself?






Day 5
	Read John 19:31-37
	John says that it was intended that people look at Jesus on the cross. Spend some time quietly picturing the scene. Welcome whatever feelings, thoughts, memories, come to you.

