What Do Christians Believe?
Week Two – Bible Notes

Chunk Reading
Read through Mark chapters 4 – 6. Try to read it through in one sitting and ask yourself:

What seem to be the main points of Jesus’ teaching? How would you sum up ‘the Kingdom of God?’

Daily Readings:
Day 1
	John’s gospel is different from the other three. In it we have an account of a few miracles, or ‘signs’, and a few meetings with various people. The meaning behind these events is talked about more than in the other gospels, especially by Jesus himself. This does not necessarily make it easy to understand! All through the gospel there are pointers to who Jesus really is.

	Read John 1:19-34. 
The first person mentioned is John the Baptist, who was a well-known preacher. He shocked people by saying that, even though they were Jews and members of God’s chosen people, they still had to be forgiven individually for what they had done wrong. As a sign that they accepted their need to be made clean, they had to be baptised. 
John was clear that Jesus was someone special, to say the least. Have you heard other people talking about Jesus as someone special? What sort of things have they said?


Day 2
	Read John 1:35-42.
	Two people hear what John the Baptist has to say and go and find out for themselves. What are you hoping for from reading the Bible, understanding Jesus better?




Day 3
	Read John 1:43-51
	The news about Jesus spreads. Nathanael is impressed by Jesus’ insight. What impresses you about Jesus?




Day 4
	Read John 2:1-12
	Jesus’ order must have seemed crazy to the servants. It would have taken a long time to fill the jars with 150 gallons of water! Is there anything that strikes you as crazy about Jesus, about reading the Bible, or about the Christian life?



Day 5
	Read John 2:13-17
	Jesus causes an enormous commotion in the Temple, among the religious people. He clearly believes that what they are doing is wrong. Do you think religion is wrong in some way? 

